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includes a large part of the ancient Byzantium,
covering the triangular promontory which juts
out into the wares opposite to Scutari. The
sea of Marmora on one side, and the " Golden
Iiorn;' on the other,, bathe its ancient walls,
behind which rise a multitude of domes, large
and small, half veiled by the cypress-groves
which embower them. During the absence of
the Sultan I was. permitted to visit this palace,
built on the spot on which that of the Emperors
of the East had stood for a thousand years, and
invested with a tragic interest by many a
domestic catastrophe as deplorable as those that
commemorated the Houses of Laius or Atreus.
Its interest is however derived from its position
and its history, not its architectural pretensions.
Its courts,, the cloistral arcades round which are
ih some instances surmounted by ranges of
domes, numerous enough to be picturesque,
though not vast enough to possess grandeur,
are large and straggling, but without beauty;
and the gardens, though, gaily decorated with
trellis-work, fountains and orange-trees, are